










Senate Bill 60
Sponsored by 

Senator Bo Hatchett 
and Rep. Lauren 

McDonald

• Signed by Governor 
Kemp on April 26, 
2023

• Strengthens law on 
catalytic converter 
theft;

• Allows recyclers to 
pay a limited amount 
of cash with 
exceptions;

• Updates registration 
requirements with the 
sheriff’s office for 
Secondary Metals 
Recyclers



The Secondary Metals Recyclers Compliance Guide 
is the source of the information in this PowerPoint. 
Concluding the presentation, we will have 
resources to the documents discussed.

All text highlighted in red throughout 
the document indicates a change made 
during the 2023 Legislative Session 
from SB 60.



SB 60 updates Georgia code 
with new definitions

• Copper Wire: any wires, cable, bus bars, or waveguides containing any 
portion of copper, whether or not coated with insulation.

• Registered Agent: an individual who has been listed on a Secondary 
Metals Recycler registration form at a Georgia sheriff’s office as the 
affiant and completes and executes the registration form.

• Used communications copper: utility-grade copper that is commonly 
used by a lawful provider of telecommunications services for providing 
telecommunications services, including, without limitation, utility-grade 
wires or cables, bus bars, and waveguides

• Used utility wire: means any wire or cable containing aluminum or 
copper, or any ferrous metals or other nonferrous metals, that is 
commonly used by a utility that provides electric or telecommunications 
service.

• Used, Detached Catalytic Converter: motor vehicle exhaust system parts 
that are used for controlling the exhaust emissions from motor vehicles 
and that contains a catalyst metal, but shall not include a catalytic 
converter that has been tested, certified, and labeled for reuse, in 
accordance with applicable federal Clean Air Act regulations. (O.C.G.A. 
§10-1-351(d))



Secondary Metals Recyclers must:
• Submit payment of $200 for 

registration;
• Submit a current and valid business 

license (if required by locals);
• Submit to a criminal background 

check and fingerprinting for all NEW 
registrations;
• A recycler will be ineligible to obtain a 

new registration if they are under 
indictment or convicted of a felony  
offense under the secondary metal 
recycler statute

The Sheriff may deny or revoke new 
registration or renewal if:
• Registration has been revoked in a 

different county;
• Information provided is false or 

inaccurate;
• Registered Agent is convicted of a 

metal theft offense in the past 5 years

New Registration Requirements





Cash Payment Program for Secondary 
Metals Recyclers
Beginning January 1, 2024, Secondary Metals Recyclers will be able to pay $100.00 
cash to any seller for two transactions per seller, per day, per registered Secondary 
Metals Recycler location.

Recyclers are prohibited from paying cash for the following:
• Used, detached catalytic converters
• Air conditioning coils
• Used utility wire
• Used communications copper
• Copper wire
• Batteries



Catalytic Converter Theft 
Addressed in SB 60

This new law will prohibit anyone from advertising or solicit that they purchase used, 
detached catalytic converters unless they are a registered secondary metals recycler. 

The bill would also make it unlawful to 
possess or transport used, detached 
catalytic converters unless the person is 
authorized to be in possession and has the 
proper license, registration, or other 
documentation required.



Catalytic Converters – What and Why
Defined as “motor vehicle exhaust system parts that are used for controlling the 
exhaust emissions from motor vehicles and that contain a catalyst metal…”

Catalytic converters break down toxic car exhaust into water, nitrogen, and carbon 
dioxide

Beginning with the 1975 model year, cars in the United States were required to have 
catalytic converters

“Catalyst Metals” in catalytic converters are the Platinum Group Metals (PGM) 
Platinum, Palladium, and Rhodium



General Concepts for Legislation
Additional Reporting Requirements

Business to Business Transaction Reporting
Limit who can purchase Catalytic Converters (SMRs ONLY)

Always the case in GA, but not clearly stated

Limit who can sell Catalytic Converters
Clearly limited by 2015 amendments

Limit who can possess used detached Catalytic Converters
SB 60 in 2023

Limit who can solicit/advertise to purchase Catalytic Converters 
SB 60 in 2023

Illegal possession = contraband, subject to seizure and forfeiture
SB 60 in 2023 



Unchanged – Catalytic Converters
§10-1-351, O.C.G.A

Maintains same limitation on sellers
LICENSED used motor vehicle dealer
LICENSED used motor vehicle parts dealer
LICENSED new motor vehicle parts dealer
LICENSED motor vehicle repairer
LICENSED manufacturer or distributor of catalytic converters
REGISTERED Secondary Metals Recycler, OR
Seller with VERIFIABLE DOCUMENTATION that the converter is the result of a replacement, 
including make, model, year of vehicle AND proof of ownership of the vehicle



NEW – 2023 SB 60 for Catalytic Converters

• §10-1-351, O.C.G.A
• (d)(1) defines “used detached catalytic converter” with limited* exclusion.
• (d)(2) clearly limits Purchaser or one who Solicits, or Advertises for the 

purchase of a used, detached catalytic converter to ONLY a registered 
Secondary Metals Recycler (SMR) that is “IN FULL COMPLIANCE” with ALL 
requirements of this law.
• (d)(3) makes it unlawful for any person to purchase, possess, transport, or sell 

a used, detached catalytic converter unless 1) they are an entity authorized by 
the law in the unchanged subsection (c) [previous slide] and 2) is in 
possession of the required licenses, registrations or other documentation 
required.
• (d)(4) makes EACH unlawfully possessed or obtained converter a SEPARATE 

OFFENSE [this is also added at §10-1-359.2, O.C.G.A, related to punishment 
for offenses.]



NEW – 2023 SB 60 for Catalytic Converters

• §10-1-359.3, O.C.G.A
• (b)(3) makes any converter possessed in violation, AND any vehicle used to 

transport those converters, contraband.
• NOTE – Forfeiture of such vehicles seized, shall be stayed during the pendency of 

criminal proceedings unless otherwise agreed to by the owner or interest holder of such 
vehicle.

• §10-1-355, O.C.G.A
• Allows for limited cash payments for regulated metals property EXCEPT 

Catalytic converters – from individuals OR businesses
• §10-1-358, O.C.G.A
• Excludes Catalytic Converters from any exemptions from this Article (including 

B2B)



NEW – 2023 SB 60 for Catalytic Converters

• §10-1-359.5 (a)(2), O.C.G.A (Reporting)
• Requires the reporting of purchases of Catalytic Converters or “nonferrous 

parts of a catalytic converter” [this would include substrate] from an 
“industrial account” [a manufacturing, industrial, or other commercial 
vendor] or another SMR, to the GBI (or their designated contractor)
• Required to report to LEADS Online
• The report of these purchases would provide:

• Name and address of the seller
• Date, time, and place of the transaction
• The number of converters purchased, or pounds of catalyst metal [substrate] purchased



Summary
• Several new tools for Law Enforcement to combat Catalytic Converter 

Theft go into effect July 1, 2023
• Crime to possess used, detached, catalytic converters except by limited 

persons WITH specific documentation
• Crime to purchase, or solicit or advertise for purchase of catalytic converters 

EXCEPT by fully compliant, registered SMR
• Each illegally possessed converter is a separate offense, and are contraband 

(along with the vehicle used to transport) and are subject to seizure and 
forfeiture
• No exemptions for Catalytic Converter purchases and B2B subject to specific 

reporting requirements
Georgia is once again, the leader in developing and passing cutting 
edge legislation on Catalytic Converter Theft.




